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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF CREDENTIALS ENAC

Accreditation to ISO / IEC 17025

Accreditation (EA) is an organization that was established in November 1997 and has been registered as an
association in the Netherlands since June 2000. The EA was born as the result of the merger between the
European Accreditation of Certification and the European Cooperation for Accreditation of Laboratories. The
EA is the European network of nationally recognized accreditation bodies and is a member of ILAC
(International Cooperation for Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) and IAF (International Accreditation
Forum).
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% The ILAC (International Cooperation for Laboratory Accreditation) is an international
collaboration between different systems of accreditation of laboratories around the world.
“:-E The ILAC began as a conference in 1977 and became a formal cooperative agency in 1996.
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“ip o™ In 2000, 36 members signed the ILAC ILAC MRA (agreement for mutual recognition of
calibration certificates or test) and in 2008, the membership had risen to 60.
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Through evaluation of the participating organizations, have made improvements to the international
acceptance of test data. In this way, has managed to eliminate technical trade barriers as well as
recommends and supports the World Trade Organization.

ENAC accreditations are recognized in over 50 countries to be ENAC signatory of the MRA established
international among accreditation bodies worldwide.

The signing of these agreements makes Spanish products and services that access external markets, with
certificates issued by laboratories accredited by ENAC or entities, are reduced significantly or even
eliminated, technical barriers (in the form of controls or additional testing in the importing country) which
may arise in these markets.

At present the signatories of these agreements include virtually all EU and EFTA, as well as USA, Canada,
Japan, China, Australia, etc.

These agreements, which provide technical support to international trade, promoting cross-border,
confidence and acceptance of information provided by accredited conformity assessors, are established and
operated within international accrediting organizations:

o EA European Cooperation for Accreditation, includes accreditation of laboratories and certification
and inspection bodies recognized nationally, European Union and EFTA. http://www.european-

accreditation.org/

¢ ILAC International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation, integrated laboratory accreditation bodies
worldwide. http://www.ilac.org/

o |AF International Accreditation Forum, includes accreditation of certification bodies around the world
http: / /www.iaf.nu/

ENAC is a signatory to the Multilateral Agreement (MLA), (MRA Mutual Recognition Agreement) of the
European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation
(ILAC), in testing.



